
African American/Underserved Patient and Medical Education     Community EVENTS  

50 HOOPS ™  1 

CELEBRATING22

50	Hoops	LEGENDS	
50	 Hoops	 has	 partnered	 with	 the	
Senior	 Olympic	 Men	 AND	 the	
Women’s	 Basketball	 teams	 (over	
50)	 for	 nearly	 a	 decade.	 Senior	
Olympic	Teams	come	from	nearly	a	
half-	 dozen	 cities	 to	 participate	
and	 play	 in	 50	 Hoops	 LEGENDS	
National	 Cancer	 Awareness	
Breakfast,	Tournament	 and	Health	
Fair.	 2017-2019	 City	 Networks:	
Dallas,	 Little	 Rock,	 Buffalo,	
Baltimore		

FABULOUS	50	to	Sexy	at	60	
(LEGENDS)	
"FABULOUS	50	to	SEXY	at	
60	 "	 	 patient	 education				
Dinner	Lecture	 series	 and	
Workshop	 expanded	 its	
network	to	Cleveland,	OH		
and	Tulsa,	OK.	
	
ACT	I,	II	(LEGENDS)	
AACT	 I,	 II	 again	 brought	 clinical	
education	 directly	 to	 patients.	 Our	
surveys	 show	 the	 trust	 level	 is	
greatly	 enhanced	 in	 face-to-face,	
multiracial	 settings	 where	 African	
Americans	 are	 comfortable	 and	
open	 to	 learning.	 This	 outreach	
continues	 to	 inspire	 them	 to	 begin	
to	participate	in	clinical	trials.		AACT	
events	 outreaches	 to	 7	 –	 12	 	 cities	
annually.	

50 HOOPS ™   
2018: 20th Anniversary Patient and Medical Education Annual Report Summary 
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Celebrating 20 YEARS!               

As	50	Hoops	wraps	up	its	20th	Anniversary,	 it	remains	one	of	the	
most	viable	(small)	patient	education	organizations	in	the	United	
States.	With	the	mortality	rate	of	African	Americans	continuing	to	
outdistance	 other	 races	 with	 cancer,	 diabetes,	 heart	 disease,	
Alzheimer's	and	other	diseases,	50	Hoops	has	for	nearly	20	years	
taken	 it's	 unique	 approach	 to	 patient	 education	 events	
throughout	 the	 United	 States,	 today	 having	 partnered	 in	 more	
than	 three	 dozen	 cities.	 Coalitions	 and	 Networks	 have	 been	
formed	with	both	medical	and	community	stakeholders.	Ongoing	
networking	 encourages	 partners	 	 nationally	 to	 provide	 ongoing	
outreach.	 And,	 today	 50	 Hoops	 is	 proud	 of	 our	 legacy	 at	 this	

milestone	of	our	patient	and	medical	education.																																																																				

	

However,	 even	 after	 20	 years,	 compared	 to	 Whites,	
African	Americans	are	29%	more	likely	to	die	from	cancer,	
heart	 disease	 and	 other	 illnesses.	 Some	 are	 illnesses	
which	had	they	been	diagnosed	in	time,	could	have	seen	
better	 results.	 	 The	mortality	 rate	 is	 twice	 	 (or	more)	 as	
high	 for	 certain	 cancers	 and	 the	 highest	 of	 all	 races	 for	
some	diseases.			There	exists	an	unequal	burden	of	cancer	
among	 minorities	 and	 the	 underserved.	 African	
Americans	will	account	for	a	disproportionate	number	of	
these	 cancers	 and	 men	 in	 particular	 have	 a	 20%	 higher	
incidence	 rate	 and	 a	 40%	 higher	 death	 rate	 from	 all	
cancers	 combined	 than	 white	 men.	 	 Five-year	 survival	
rates	reveal	that	Blacks	have	the	lowest	rates,	compared	
with	all	other	ethnic	groups.	
                 

Community Advocacy 
MATCHMAKING 

(LEGENDS) 
 

In	 	 50	 Hoops’	 Community	 Advocacy	
Site	 Training	 or	 CAM	 (community	
Advocacy	Matchmaking)	 	 	 	 Luncheon	
Workshops	 became	 accredited	 in	
2017.	 	 This	 year	 was	 first	 year	 the	
workshops	 offered	 CE	 credits.	
However,	 most	 importantly,	 CAM	
reached	 a	 new	milestone,	 partnering	
with	 three	 prestigious	 medical	
universities,	 two	 who	 conducted	
CAM,	 utilizing	 50	 Hoops	 templates,	
format	 and	 program	 outline	 and	
working	 to	 produce	 independently	
highly	 successful	 CAM	 Luncheons	 as	
part	 of	 the	 “50	 Hoops	 LEGENDS”	
Events.	 “Legends”	 events	 allow	 50	
Hoops	 to	 multi-task,	 expand	 and	
produce	 more	 quality	 local	 and	
regional	 events	 because	 the	 medical	
partners	 have	 a	 stake	 in	 the	
outcomes.	

For	 Tampa,	 CAM	 has	 been	 a	 part	 of	
their	 medical	 and	 community	
outreach	 for	 more	 than	 a	 year.	 The	
University	 of	 South	 Florida	 Health’s	
“WeCARE”	outreach	utilizes	CAM	as	a	
key	 medical/clinical	 component	 to	
teach	 clinical	 researchers	 how	 to	
access	the	minority	communities.			

In	Raleigh/Durham,	medical	host	Duke	
University	 Cancer	 Institute,	 their	
Office	 of	 health	 Equity	 adopted	CAM	
in	 2018	 as	 part	 of	 their	 extensive	
ongoing	 outreach	 to	 bring	
researchers	 and	 community	
stakeholders	together.	
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Continued	Need	for	Updated	Patient	Education	Within	the	African	American	Communities	
	
The	most	recent	U.S.	Census	revealed	more	data	related	to	the	actual	numbers	of	minorities	
in	 the	 US.	 	 Minorities	 who	 have	 the	 most	 disparities	 are	 fertile	 minds	 for	 disseminating	
disease	education,	and	health	resources.	With	new	drugs	in	the	pipeline,	it	becomes	expedient	
that	 health	 access	 information	 be	 directed	 to	 this	 audience	 in	ways	 that	 are	 effective	 and	
accepted.			
	
Bottom	line:		The	work	is	NOW,	and	will	continue	to	be	about	patient	education	to	minorities,	
and	medical	education	for	doctors	and	clinicians.	The	ongoing	task	is	to	create	better	ways	to	
work	together	for	greater	health	access	for	one,	and	better	drug	development	for	the	other.	
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50	Hoops’	Cancer	Education	Breakfast	SERIES:	
	
50	Hoops	 is	 the	 first	prostate	cancer	basketball	 tournament	 for	men	35-50	and	over	which	
offers	continuous	cancer	education	throughout	the	breakfast	and	basketball	tournament.	Ed	
and	Pat	Sanders	founded	the	company	after	Ed	went	through	prostate	cancer	and	treatment.	
Dr.	Claus	Roehrborn,	Head	of	Urology	at	University	of	Texas	Southwestern	Medical	Center	
urged	the	couple	to	form	a	needed	prostate	cancer	outreach	to	target	African	American	men.	
Today,	 20	 years	 later,	 50	 Hoops	 remains	 the	 only	 national	 prostate	 cancer	 basketball	
tournament	 in	 the	United	States,	and	presents	prostate	cancer	education	during	 the	games,	
targeted	to	educate	minority	men	about	prostate	cancer.		
	

50	Hoops’	Disease	Education	SERIES:	
	
The	National	Physician	and	Family	Referral	or	NPFR	Project	(a	subsidiary	of	50	Hoops),	was	
launched	in	2000	with	a	grant	from	Pfizer	to	work	with	Howard	University	National	Human	
Genome	Center	 (NHGC)	 to	develop	 special	 outreach	 to	 thousands	of	African	American	men	
and	families	nationally.		
	
With	the	launch	of	our	partnership	with	NHGC,	we	began	nation-wide	outreach	for	prostate	
cancer	and	looked	at	other	diseases	relevant	to	the	study.	In	the	process,	50	Hoops	was	able	
to	 leverage	 new	 national	 partners,	 and	 expand	 our	 patient	 education	 programs.	 In	 2004,	
GlaxoSmithKline	brought	on	50	Hoops’	NPFR	Project	to	develop	a	special	African	American	
community	 outreach	 targeted	 to	 African	 American	 men	 nation-wide.	 	 Along	 with	 P&E	
Associates,	minority	patient	recruitment	consultant,	50	Hoops	was	able	to	expand	our	cancer	
coalition	network	in	over	two-dozen	U.S.	cities.		
	
50	 Hoops	 has	 partnered	 with	 African	 American	 mega	 churches,	 community	 stakeholders,	
major	 cancer	 hospitals,	 health	 ministries,	 noted	 community	 health	 advocates	 and	 Black	
Expos.	More	 than	80%	of	our	work	 is	done	 face-to-face	at	 	 “ground-zero”	community.	Our	
patient	 education	 Lecture	 Series	 has	 reached	 over	 three-dozen	 cities	 in	 the	 United	 States	
over	the	past	two	decades.	Praise	God.	
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In	2018,	50	Hoops	™	Cancer	Breakfast	and	Prostate	
Cancer	Basketball	Tournament	Programs	Included:	

	
50	 Hoops	 National	 Cancer	 Breakfast	 Lectures:	 Annual	
cancer	 breakfast	 brings	 in	 women	who	 bring	 along	 the	
men	 in	 their	 lives	 for	 the	games	that	 follow.	Discussions	
include	breast,	 colon,	 lung,	 prostate,	Multiple	Myeloma,	
thyroid,	ovarian	and	kidney	cancers	among	others.		
	
	

	
50	 Hoops	 National	 Prostate	 Cancer	 Basketball	
Tournaments	 and	 Health	 Fairs:	 Dallas	 is	 the	 home	 base	
for	 50	 Hoops	 Tournaments.	 Partnering	 with	 the	 Senior	
Olympics.	Games	include	both	men	and	women	40’s,	50’s	
60’s	 and	 70’s.	 Check	 our	 web	 for	 pix	 and	 videos.	 The	
Tournament	 featured	 physicians	 throughout	 the	 games	
discussing	prostate	cancer	 from	notification	 to	quality	of	
life.	 In	 2018	men	were	 given	 FREE	 prostate	 screening	 at	
the	50	Hoops	Games.	
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50	Hoops	Cancer	Breakfast	Program	
Evaluation	
										
1.	Lecture	was:	Poor				Fair-			Good-100				Excellent-260		
	

	
	
2.	Learned	something/Understood	better,	topics:	Yes-340					No-10	
	
3.	Rate	my	enjoyment:	Poor				Fair-				Good-70				Excellent-260		
	
4.	Would	you	attend	another	Breakfast	Lecture	and	tell	your	friends?		Yes-330				No	
	
5.	What	did	you	get	most	out	of	the	morning?	
			a.	Learned	things	about	cancer	that	I	did	not	know	
			b.	Info	on	prevention	and	support	
			c.	Testosterone	will	increase	prostate	cancer	
			d.	Awesome	breakfast	
			e.	Importance	of	screening	
			f.	Q	&	A	
			g.	Networking,	History	of	cancer	with	African	Americans	
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6.	What	would	you	do	to	improve	the	Lecture	Series?	
a.	Nothing	
b.	Every	year	is	better	than	before	
c.	Have	more	providers	speaking	on	cancer	
d.	9:00	am	start	time	
	

							 	
	
7.	Did	you	complete	the	call	to	action?		Yes-190				No-50	
	
Rate	program	scale	1-10:		1			2			3			4			5-10			6			7-30			8-30			9-40	10-190		
	
8.	Comments/Suggestions?	

a.	Really,	very	good	program,	keep	up	the	good	work	
b.	Excellent	program	
c.	Very	nice,	good	food	
d.	Get	tested	
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50	Hoops	2018	Summary	

Event	PSA	Screening	Report	Dallas,	TX	
Total	Participants	Screened:	41	

Male	Participants:	41	-	100%	of	African	American	men	over	50	
	 	 	 	 																			

		PSA	Categories	 	 										 		Male	
	
	 	 	 0			to	0.9	 	 	 26	 63%	
	 	 	 1.0	to	1.9	 	 	 		8	 20%	
	 	 	 2.0	to	2.9	 	 	 		3	 		8%	
	 	 	 3.0	to	3.9	 	 	 		2	 		5%	
	 	 	 4.0	to	4.9	 	 	 		1	 		2%	
	 	 	 5.0	to	5.9	 	 	 		1	 		2%	

	 	
	 	 			Age	of	Participants	

	
	 	 20	to	29		 														 0	 			0%	 		 				 		
	 	 30	to	39		 																								2	 			5%	 		 					 		
	 	 40	to	49																																					3	 			7%	 	 						 		
	 	 50	to	59																																				17	 	42%	 	 					 		
	 	 60	to	69		 																							11		 	27%	 	 						 			 	
	 	 70	to	79		 	 													8											19%	
	

NOTE:			Two	considered	HIGH	
One	-	age	67	at	4.1	
One - age 62 at 5.5 
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50	Hoops	LEGENDS	2018	
20th	Anniversary	Games	
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50	Hoops	Screening	Questionnaire	PRE/POST	Test	
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African American/Underserved Patient and Medical Education     Community EVENTS  
 

50 HOOPS ™ 9 

	
	
	
	
AACT I features a panel of physicians in an open community discussion of critical diseases that 
affect the community. AACT I is designed to educate and answer disease questions and offer a 
clear understanding of its effects and mortality rate in the minority community. AACT II 
presents multiracial clinicians explaining trials with Q&A from audience about the clinical trials 
available for these diseases. It is during AACT II that we MATCH the community with specific 
clinical researchers and trials, assigning local community navigators to keep in touch with doctors 
and create opportunities for further discussions.  
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Washington,	D.	C.	 	 Southaven,	MS/Memphis,	TN	 															Oakland,	CA	
	
50	Hoops	partnered	with	the	Multiple	Myeloma	research	Foundation	and	worked	with	them	
to	create	a	patient	education	event	based	upon	50	Hoops’	African	Americans	in	Clinical	Trials	
(AACT	 I,	 II)	 Lecture	 Series	 and	 our	 “CAM”	 Community	 Advocacy	 (Site	 Training	 and)	
Matchmaking	Conference	Workshops.		
	
Held	in	African	American	mega	churches	that	are	part	of	the	50	Hoops’	network,	the	event	is	
called	“There’s	A	New	Cancer	 (Initiative)	 In	 Town,”	 or	 TANCIT,	 and	was	presented	 in	 three	
cities	to	African	American	communities	that	have	partnered	with	50	Hoops	over	the	past	20	
years.	 TANCIT	was	developed	 in	 3-4	 formats,	 adaptable	 to	 each	 city’s	 availability	within	 50	
Hoops	 networks	 and	 coalitions.	 The	 three	 formats	 which	 were	 presented	 included	 (a)	
Conference	 format	 (b)	 Luncheon	 or	 Dinner	 Workshop	 format	 and	 (c)	 Partnered	 (event)	
format.	
	
The	 TANCIT	Workshops	 are	 part	 of	 a	 national	 patient	 education	 and	 advocacy	 designed	 to	
bring	awareness	about	Multiple	Myeloma	cancer	to	African	American	communities	through	
bringing	 doctors,	 community	 leaders,	 survivors,	 churches	 and	other	 leaders	 together	 for	 a	
better	 understanding	 of	 the	 disease	 and	 how	 to	 better	 outreach	 to	 educate	 African	
Americans	about	the	disease	and	related	cancer	trials.	“There’s	A	New	Cancer	 (Initiative)	 In	
Town,”	 addresses	 Multiple	 Myeloma	 and	 its	 growing	 impact	 upon	 the	 African	 American	
population,	particularly	our	Baby	Boomers	and	older.			
	
50	Hoops	is	proud	to	have	played	a	major	role	developing	the	concept	and	networking	three	
of	our	partner	cities	for	the	premier	of	“There’s	A	New	Cancer	(Initiative)	In	Town.”		



African American/Underserved Patient and Medical Education     Community EVENTS  
 

50 HOOPS ™ 26 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



African American/Underserved Patient and Medical Education     Community EVENTS  
 

50 HOOPS ™ 27 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



African American/Underserved Patient and Medical Education     Community EVENTS  
 

50 HOOPS ™ 28 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



African American/Underserved Patient and Medical Education     Community EVENTS  
 

50 HOOPS ™ 29 

 
 

MEDICAL HOSTS: 
Washington, D. C.: Georgetown University/Lombardi Cancer Institute 

Southaven, MS/Memphis, and TN:  The West Clinic, Methodist Hospital 
Oakland, CA: Kaiser Permanente 
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Outcomes,	Benefits	of	CAM	Workshop	Series		
Site	 Investigators	 learned	 to	 utilize	 their	 knowledge	 about	 disease	 therapies	
currently	 being	 developed,	 to	 improve	 health	 literacy	 of	 their	 local	 community	
minority	 populations.	 Surveys	 show	 it	 helped	 them	 to	 make	 better	 choices	 about	
clinical	studies	that	may	benefit	patients	and	caregivers.		

1. Community	 Panel	 learned	 more	 about	 drug	 discoveries	 and	 therapies	 that	
impact	diseases	and	which	affect	their	health	outcomes.	

	

2. 	Through	 interaction	 with	 community	 stakeholders,	 clinicians	 and	 the	 care	
delivery	 system	 administrators	 learned	 how	 community	 advocacy	 provides	
better	access	 for	minority	communities,	within	their	outreach	area	and	 learn	
more	 about	 clinical	 trials	 to	 help	 patients	 make	 the	 best	 decisions	 about	
joining	appropriate	clinical	trials.	

	

3. Through	 CAM,	 researchers	 were	 able	 to	 understand	 cultural	 myths	 to	 help	
them	better	promote	informed	decision-making.	

	

4. CAM	 highlighted	 comparisons	 and	 outcomes	 that	 matter	 to	 minority	
populations,	 by	 (a)	 creating	 ways	 to	 measure	 clinical	 knowledge	 and	
understanding	of	clinical	trials,	(b)	Address	cultural	issues	relevant	to	diseases	
that	affect	patients	and	caregivers,	(c)	measure	the	effects	of	CAM	Workshop	
Series	on	personal	decisions	about	disease	and	trials	(d)	educate	clinicians	on	
perceived	barriers	and	benefits	of	community	advocacy.	

	

	

5. During	 2018,	 CAM	 incorporated	 a	 wide	 variety	 of	 settings	 and	 diversity	 of	
participants	to	address	 individual	differences	and	barriers	to	 implementation	
and	 dissemination;	 and	 measure	 their	 access	 (through	 community	
stakeholders)	to	constituencies	to	provide	information	about	clinical	trials.		
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UT	Southwestern	Medical	Center-Dallas	
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University of South Florida Health- Tampa 
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Duke University Cancer Institute -Durham 
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African	American	Health	Matters	50	Hoops’	FREE	mobile	
health	text	message	service	has	offered	monthly	health	tips	
for	over	a	decade	on	nearly	two	dozen	diseases	that	critically	
affect	our	African	American	communities.		

	
Geographic areas covered by 50 Hoops National: Raleigh/Durham, NC, Memphis, 
TN, Dallas, TX, St. Louis, MO, Philadelphia, PA, Oakland, CA, Houston, TX, Louisville, KY, 
Cleveland, OH, Charleston, SC, Durham, NC, La Vegas, NV, Houston, TX, Tampa, FL, Atlanta, 
GA, Austin, TX, Savannah, GA, Washington, DC, Miami, FL, Chicago, IL, Little Rock, AR, Ft 
Worth, TX, Buffalo, NY, Johns Hopkins, Baltimore, MD,  
	
With	over	60,000	subscribers,	there	has	previously	been	no	national	marketing	campaigns,	
or	social	media	promotions	because	all	of	the	subscribers	are	signed	up	face-to-face	at	50	
Hoops	and	50	Hoops’	partnered	events.		Nearly	1200	subscribers	per	year	have	joined	over	
the	past	decade,	as	the	mobile	health	text	messaging	has	gained	popularity	among	our	
patient	education	audiences.	
	

	


